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Issue Democratic Platform Republican Platform

Gay Rights 
(Marriage)

We support the right of all families to have equal 
respect, responsibilities, and protections under the 
law. We support marriage equality and support the 
movement to secure equal treatment under law 
for same-sex couples. We also support the freedom 
of churches and religious entities to decide how 
to administer marriage as a religious sacrament 
without government interference. . . . We support 
the full repeal of the so-called Defense of Marriage 
Act and the passage of the Respect for Marriage Act.

We reaffirm our support for a Constitutional 
amendment defining marriage as the union of one 
man and one woman. We applaud the citizens of 
the majority of States which have enshrined in their 
constitutions the traditional concept of marriage, 
and we support the campaigns underway in several 
other States to do so.

Gun Control We recognize that the individual right 
to bear arms is an important part of the 
American tradition, and we will preserve 
Americans’ Second Amendment right to 
own and use firearms. We believe that the 
right to own firearms is subject to reasonable 
regulation. . . . [W]e can work together to enact 
commonsense improvements—like reinstating 
the assault weapons ban and closing the gun 
show loophole—so that guns do not fall into the 
hands of those irresponsible, law-breaking few.

We uphold the right of individuals to keep and bear 
arms, a right which antedated the Constitution 
and was solemnly confirmed by the Second 
Amendment. . . . This also includes the right to 
obtain and store ammunition without registration. 
We support the fundamental right to self-defense 
wherever a law-abiding citizen has a legal right to 
be . . . , and we support federal legislation that would 
expand the exercise of that right by allowing those 
with state-issued carry permits to carry firearms in 
any state that issues such permits to its own residents.

War on Terror/ 
Afghanistan

[We support President Obama’s shift] away 
from the Bush administration’s sweeping and 
internationally divisive rhetoric of a “global war 
on terrorism” to a more focused effort against 
an identifiable network of people: al-Qaeda 
and its affiliates. That has allowed us to target 
force with greater precision against those who 
want to harm Americans and attack the United 
States and move away from the type of large-
scale military deployments characteristic of the 
previous administration and favored by many 
Republicans today.

We must deter any adversary who would attack us 
or use terror as a tool of government. Every potential 
enemy must have no doubt that our capabilities, our 
commitment, and our will to defeat them are clear, 
unwavering, and unequivocal. We must immediately 
employ a new blueprint for a National Military 
Strategy that is based on an informed and validated 
assessment of the potential threats we face, one 
that restores as a principal objective the deterrence 
using the full spectrum of our military capabilities. As 
Ronald Reagan proved by the victorious conclusion 
of the Cold War, only our capability to wield 
overwhelming military power can truly deter the 
enemies of the United States from threatening our 
people and our national interests.

Energy Policy It’s not enough to invent clean energy 
technologies here; we want to make them 
here and sell them around the world. . . . We 
support more infrastructure investment to 
speed the transition to cleaner fuels in the 
transportation sector. And we are expediting 
the approval process to build out critical oil and 
gas lines essential to transporting our energy for 
consumers. . . .

The Republican Party is committed to domestic 
energy independence. The United States and its 
neighbors to the North and South have been blessed 
with abundant energy resources, tapped and 
untapped, traditional and alternative, that are among 
the largest and most valuable on earth. . . . Unlike 
the current Administration, we will not pick winners 
and losers in the energy marketplace. Instead, we 
will let the free market and the public’s preferences 
determine the industry outcomes.

Environmentalism We affirm the science of climate change, commit 
to significantly reducing the pollution that causes 
climate change, and know we have to meet this 
challenge by driving smart policies that lead to 
greater growth in clean energy generation and 
result in a range of economic and social benefits.

. . . [W]e believe people are the most valuable 
resource, and human health and safety are the 
most important measurements of success. A policy 
protecting these objectives, however, must balance 
economic development and private property rights 
in the short run with conservation goals over the
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